WALL MOUNTED STORAGE ORGANISER SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

5 The present invention relates to storage 

organizers and, more particularly, to wall mounted 
storage organi zers . 

2 . Description of the Prior Art 

Systems for use as storage organizers in 

10 closets and the like are well known. For instance, 

United States Patent No. 4,928,833 issued on May 29, 
1990, to Huizenga discloses a storage organizer 
system comprising a number of upright panels, each 
having a rear edge with a cut out shaped to receive a 

15 projection of a horizontal rail securely mounted on a 

wall on which the system has to be installed. The 
panels are hung directly on the rail with the rear 
edge of each panel abutting against the wall. 

Although the system described in the above 

20 patent offers ease of installation, it has been found 

that there is a need for a new wall mounted organizer 
system which is less sensitive to the irregularities 
and imperfections of the wall surface to which it has 
to be mounted and which offers increased load bearing 

25 capacities. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an aim of the present 
invention to provide a storage organizer system which 
30 offers ease of installation. 

It is also an aim of the present invention 
to provide a storage organizer system which is of 
sturdy construction. 

It is a further aim of the present 
3 5 invention to provide a new manner of mounting a 

storage organizer to a vertical surface. 
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It is a still further aim of the present 
invention to provide a storage organizer system which 
is relatively simple and economical to manufacture. 

Therefore, in accordance with the present 
5 invention, there is provided a storage organizer 

system comprising a rail adapted to be securely 
mounted to a substantially flat vertical surface, a 
storage unit including at least two laterally spaced- 
apart upright panels having front and rear portions, 
10 and at least one rail engaging member mounted to the 

two laterally spaced-apart upright panels and 
extending towards the rear, and adapted to engage the 
rail for suspending the unit from the rail. 

In accordance with a further general aspect 
15 of the present invention, there is provided a method 

of mounting a storage organizer unit on a 
substantially flat vertical surface, comprising the 
steps of: a) mounting a rail on a substantially flat 
vertical surface, b) providing a storage organizer 

2 0 unit and at least one rail engaging member, c) 

mounting said at least one rail engaging member to 
said storage organizer unit, and d) suspending said 
storage organizer unit from said rail by engaging 
said rail engaging member with said rail. 
25 In accordance with a further general aspect 

of the present invention, there is provided a storage 
organizer system comprising a rail adapted to be 
fixed to a vertical surface, a storage organizer unit 
for supporting some articles, a rail engaging member 

3 0 mounted to said storage organizer unit and projecting 

rearwardly therefrom for hanging said storage 
organizer unit from said rail, and a surface engaging 
member extending between said storage organizer unit 
and the vertical surface at a distance from said rail 
3 5 engaging member for cooperating therewith in 

supporting said storage organizer unit in a 
substantially vertical position. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Having thus generally described the nature 
of the invention, reference will now be made to the 
accompanying drawings, showing by way of illustration 
5 a preferred embodiment thereof, and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a storage 
organizer system in accordance with a first 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a rear perspective view of a unit 
10 of the storage organizer system of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged elevational side view 
of the unit of Fig. 2, illustrating how the same is 
mounted to a vertical surface, such as a wall, and; 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of a 
15 hook structure used for mounting a panel of a storage 

organizer unit to a vertical surface in accordance 
with a second embodiment of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

2 0 Now referring to the drawings, and in 

particular to Fig. 1, a storage organizer system 
embodying the elements of the present invention and 
generally designated by numeral 10 will be described. 

More particularly, the system 10 preferably 
25 comprises a number of side-by-side storage organizer 

units or compartments 12, 14, 16 and 18 assembled 
together as a modular unit and hanging from a 
horizontal rail 2 0 securely mounted on a 
substantially flat vertical surface, such as a wall 

3 0 W. The compartments 12, 14, 16 and 18 are essentially 

form by a plurality of laterally spaced-apart upright 
panels 22, 24, 26, 28 and 30. Some or all of the 
compartments can be provided with shelving to support 
various items. For instance, first and second series 
35 of vertically spaced-apart shelves 32 and 34 can be 

respectively mounted between a first pair of panels 
formed by upright panels 22 and 24 and a second pair 


- 3 - 


# 


of panels formed by upright panels 28 and 30. The 
intermediate compartments 14 and 16 can be provided 
at respective upper ends thereof with rods for 
allowing hanging of clothes or the like. However, 
5 each compartment is preferably provided with top and 

bottom shelves. 

s^y^faj ^ - — As — illuotra ± ^:d in Fig. — 3 — in connect j^n^wij 
compartment 14, each compartment is^pr^vxdeH with a 
hanging structure 3 6 adaptesi^-trS^be engaged with the 

10 horizontal rail 2$X^ to retain the associated 

^ compa i L^ut^ uniL — ±ft — a — vertical — ouopended poaition - 
<ad4-a*? £fiL Hie wall Vh. — 

The hanging structure 3 6 includes a rod 3 8 
and a pair of inverted J- shaped hooks 4 0 mounted on 

15 the rod 38 between opposed ends thereof. The rod 38 

extends across the compartment 14 and the opposed 
ends of the rod 3 8 are received in corresponding 
circular holes 42 defined in panels 24 and 26. If 
desired, the rod 3 8 can be mounted to the panels 24 

2 0 and 2 6 so as t^> allow the rod 3 8 to rotate about a 

longitudinal axis thereof relative to the panels 24 
and 26. A series of vertically spaced-apart holes, 
similar to holes 42, could be provided in the panels 
24 and 26 for allowing the rod 38 to be installed at 

25 various heights in compartment 14. The hooks 4 0 can 

be securely or freely mounted on the rod 38. For 
instance, the hooks 4 0 can be welded to the rod 3 8 


or, alternatively, formed with a loop at one end 
thereof _f or _aZXowing__the same to be slida bly fi tted 

30 on the rod 38. In the latter case, the rod 38 can be 

stamped at selected locations, intermediate the 
opposed ends thereof, to limit axial movement of the 
hooks 4 0 thereon. 

As illustrated in Fig. 3, the hooks 40 are 

3 5 adapted to be engaged with the rail 2 0 to support the 

compartment or unit 14 on the wall W. The rail 2 0 has 
first and second legs 44 and 46 extending at an acute 
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angle from each other and defining a J-shaped 
configuration. A plurality of axially spaced-apart 
holes (not shown) are defined along the first leg 44 
for receiving fasteners, such as screws 48, in order 
5 to secure the rail 2 0 to the wall W. The second leg 

46 projects upwardly from a lower end of the first 
leg 44 away from the wall W and cooperates with the 
hooks 4 0 for supporting the compartment 14 above the 
floor . 

10 Spacers are provided at the lower end of 

each compartment for engaging the wall W so as to 
maintain the compartments in a vertical position at a 
distance D from the wall W. As exemplified with 
respect to compartment 14, each spacer can be 

15 provided in the form of a pair of projections 50 

extending rearwardly from respective rear edges of 
the compartment upright panels. Each projection 50 is 
preferably provided with a rounded distal end 52 made 
of a cushion- type material, such as rubber. 

20 By hanging the panels 22, 24, 26, 28 and 30 

of the compartments 12, 14, 16 and 18 at a distance 
from the wall W with discrete points of contact 
between the compartments and the wall W, the mounting 
of the storage organizer system 10 to the wall W is 

25 less affected by irregularities or imperfections 

often present on walls. Indeed, if the rear edges of 
the upright panels 22, 24, 26, 28 and 30 were in 
intimate contact with the wall W, the angular 
position of the panels 22, 24, 26, 28 and 30 relative 

3 0 to the anchoring points thereof would be dictated by 

the wall W. In the event that the wall W is not 
perfectly vertical, this would result in forces, 
which will tend to pull the rail 2 0 away from the 
wall W. This would also result in the storage 

35 organizer units 12, 14, 16 and 18 being at an angle 

from the vertical, which is obviously not suitable. 
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Moreover, the use of hooks allows heavier 
loads to be transferred to the rail 20, as compared 
to current storage organizer system in which the 
upright wooden panels are directly hung on the rail. 
The present hanging arrangement provides a more 
sturdy construction . 

The rail 20, the rod 38 and the hooks 40 


are preferaBly made of metal ~ and the upright panels 
22 , 24, 26, 28 and 30 of laminated wood or the like. 
10 The storage organizer system 10 can be sold 


as a knoc letdown "ki t " " to~~be assembled by the purchaser. 
The rail 2 0 is first securely mounted on the wall W 
along a horizontal axis located at a predetermined 
height above the floor. Thereafter, one compartment, 
15 for instance compartment 14, is assembled by mounting 

the top and bottom shelves and the rod 3 8 between the 
panels 24 and 26, as illustrated in Fig. 2. The 
assembled compartment 14 is then hung on the rail 20 
at a selected location thereon by engaging the hooks 
20 40 in the rail 20. The other compartments are 

assembled in a similar way. If desired, a selected 
number of side-by-side compartments can be assembled 
together before being hung on the rail 20. 

f> it is understood that more than one section 

25 of rail 20 can bemused. 

* ""T^ Fig7 illustrates another possible 

const r uc tTon^ -f^a^hangi ng structure or rarr^engagdng_ 
member which can be used to hang a storage organizer 
unit from rail 20' securely mounted on a wall. 
30 According to this construction, a bracket 

38' having a hook formation 4 0 ' i£ securely mounted 

v. 

to each upright panels of a compartment. As 
illustrated in Fig. 4 in connection with panel 22 
the bracket 38' has a pair of parallel arms 39' 
3 5 extending integrally at right angles from opposed 

ends of a web member 41' . The bracket 38' is 
installed on the panel 22' with the arms 39' 
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extending over opposed sides of the panel 22' and the 
web member 41' uniformly abutting against the rear 
edge of the panel 22'. Fasteners, such as screws, are 
used to secure the bracket 38' to the panel 22'. The 
5 hook formation 40' extends downwardly from an upper 

end of the web member 41' and rearwardly of the panel 
22' for suspending the same from the rail 20' , as 
shown in Fig. 4. 
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